2007 WELLESLEY PRECINCT COED SOFTBALL LEAGUE RULES



Our main objective is to HAVE FUN and AVOID INJURIES.


A.S.A. rules will apply except as noted below or if both managers agree to overrule a particular A.S.A. rule:


All of the following rules can be amended; subject to both team managers’ agreement.  

Players must review all rules


SAFETY & SPORTSMANSHIP RULES:
1. Sliding is allowed. EXCEPTION: No 'take out' slides [runner and batter will be declared out].

2. Any player who intentionally runs into a defensive player will be ejected from game.  An out will be taken each time that player is scheduled to bat for the remainder of the game.

3. No player may block a base, including Home Plate.  The runner will be declared safe.  Rule 2 has priority over rule 3.

4. Profanity or other unsportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated.  

5. A player will be ejected from the game if profanity is directed at the umpire.

6. Ejection from a game constitutes suspension from the league.  Player can appeal suspension to the League Board.

7. No metal spikes.

8. No fake tags.

9. Courtesy runners will be allowed for injured players.  The last batter to make an out will be assigned to run.

10. Only managers are allowed to dispute a rule or call with the umpire.

OTHER RULES:
11. *** Each team can field 10 players but must have 8 players at game time [plus a 30 minute grace period] else there will be an official game resulting in a loss for the offending team.
12. 3 players should be women but the game will not be a loss if:
a) Both teams have only two women;

b) One team has only two women. An automatic out will be taken in the 9th batting slot and 10 players may be  fielded. However, the opposing team can also elect to field only 2 females while keeping all females in the batting order; or,

c) For regular season games only, player(s) from a team other than the opposing team can be utilized to obtain a full complement of 9 players.  The team will play the game with 9 players and bat the ‘non-team’ players in the last eligible male/female slots [see rule 18] in the batting order. 

13. If a team has only 3 women and one must leave the game it can continue with 10 defensive players.  An out will be taken each time that player is scheduled to bat for the remainder of the game.

14. All members of a team will be in the batting order.

15. Players who arrive after the start of a game will be placed at the end of the batting order and may take the field immediately.

16. If someone is at a game and doesn’t want to play, s/he must sit out the entire game unless an injury requires substitution.

17. If someone is filling in until another player arrives, the opposing manager and the umpire must be notified prior to the start of the game.

18. Women must be dispersed throughout the batting order (1 in slots 1-3, 1 in slots 4-6 and 1 in slots 7-9).

NOTE:
If one of the three women fulfilling this rule must leave and another woman is available - the women must be moved forward into the vacated slot(s) (without losing a turn in the rotation).  Ex., if slot 5 leaves after batting and before slot 9 bats, slot 9 will bat in her normal slot and then move to slot 5. The woman in slot 12 will bat in her normal slot and then move to slot 9.

19. Second foul ball after two strikes will be strike three.

20. Female batters will have the option to either hit or walk if the male batter before them is walked.

21. No bunting.

22. No leads or stealing.  Runners can not leave the base until the ball is hit.

23. Free Substitution of defensive players is allowed.

24. A minimum of three women must be on the field at all times (any positions) except for exceptions allowed in rule 12. 
25. The outfield must be positioned at least 50 feet beyond the infield dirt.

26. Balls hit over the Hunnewell Dike to the right of the right/center light pole will be a ground rule double whether or not it is touched by a fielder.  A ball hit to the left of the right/centerfield tree will be a live ball.
27. Sunday and Thursday games start at 6:15pm and 8:00pm (with a 30 minute grace period before a team forfeits).

28. No inning shall start after 7:45pm (9:30pm) of the 1st (2nd) game in the regular season.  Playoff games will go 7 innings.

29. Regular season games can end in a tie.

30. There is no ‘slaughter’ rule but if it is an official game (4 complete innings or 3 ½  innings if the home team is leading), both managers can agree to suspend play for any reason.

31. A player must play 5 regular season games to qualify for the playoffs.

32. Playoffs will be the best of three format.  

33. No deviation from league rules will be allowed during the playoffs, except as previously noted above.

34. The manager of the winning team must report the game score, any forfeits, and any borrowed players to Jerry Emde.

No alcoholic beverages may be consumed at the fields (before or after the game).  We will lose our field permits. 
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